
The READ Center 
Reading and Education for Adult Development, Inc. 

4915 Radford Avenue, Suite 204 Richmond, VA 23230 

(804) 288-9930  www.readcenter.org  

 

 
 

For Immediate Release   
          
For information, contact: 
Karen La Forge, Executive Director 804-241-4226 or karen@readcenter.org  
   

The READ Center Receives Grant from MAXIMUS Foundation  
for Adult Literacy App 

 
(December 5, 2017, Richmond, VA) – The READ Center has been awarded a grant in the amount of 
$1,700 from the MAXIMUS Foundation. Funds will be used to purchase licenses for local adult literacy 
students to use the TOTI Virtual Teaching Assistant mobile app.  
 
1 in 6 adults in the city of Richmond lack basic prose skills. Low literacy costs the U.S. at least $225 
billion each year in non-productivity in the workforce, crime, and loss of tax revenue due to 
unemployment. The READ Center combats this challenge by providing free classes and one-to-one 
tutoring for low-literate people aged eighteen and over. The TOTI app uses multimedia and speech 
recognition to give learners the opportunity to practice reading and comprehension on a mobile-phone, 
tablet, or computer.  
 
“This software will provide READ’s students with a flexible, anytime, anywhere learning environment, so 
that they can continue to hone their skills between classes,” said Karen La Forge, executive director of 
The READ Center.  
 
READ students will have unlimited access to practice reading, do comprehension exercises, and will 
receive instant feedback from the TOTI application. Teachers will set up individual reading plans for 
students, so the learning experience is customized.   
 
“It’s an honor to provide The READ Center with a MAXIMUS Foundation grant that will enable such a 
deserving organization to continue its spectacular work improving health, child and community 
development, and helping underserved populations in the local community,” said John Boyer, 
MAXIMUS Foundation Chairman. “The READ Center has earned this well-deserved grant by providing 
innovative solutions that empower families and individuals – values that we hold dear at the MAXIMUS 
Foundation. The Foundation and I send our warmest congratulations to The READ Center.” 
 
Adults seeking assistance can contact The READ Center at 804-288-9930.  
 
 
 

#  # # 
 
About The READ Center 
For more than 35 years, The READ Center, a community-based nonprofit organization, has helped 
adults develop basic reading and communication skills so they can better fulfill their roles as citizens, 
workers, and family members. For more information about The READ Center and volunteer tutor 
opportunities, contact Karen La Forge at karen@readcenter.org or 804-288-9930.   
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About MAXIMUS  
Since 1975, MAXIMUS has operated under its founding mission of Helping Government Serve the 
People®, enabling citizens around the globe to successfully engage with their governments at all levels 
and across a variety of health and human services programs. MAXIMUS delivers innovative business 
process management and technology solutions that contribute to improved outcomes for citizens and 
higher levels of productivity, accuracy, accountability and efficiency of government-sponsored 
programs. For more information, visit www.maximus.com.  
 
About the MAXIMUS Foundation  
As the philanthropic arm of MAXIMUS, the Foundation extends the mission of the Company by 
identifying and awarding grants to partners with specialized expertise to deliver results within the same 
populations and communities served by the public programs the Company operates. The MAXIMUS 
Foundation is completely funded by MAXIMUS and its employees, and provides grants to local 
community organizations with programs and projects in the areas of child and youth development, 
health and community development. 
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