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Do you prefer taking risks or having a safety net?
By Aletheia
I prefer to take some risks but also have a safety net. I prefer to
take risks to help people with their marriage. I would give them
advice. Sometimes it works and sometimes it doesn't work.
Safety net is staying on the ground, not getting on an airplane, roller coaster, or elevator. I don't like
being in high places or getting on things because it will break down on you while you are still on it.

My Roommates Dog
By David
I’m not used to having a dog in the house. By having grown up in the
country, I am more used to having a hunting dog. My roommate has a Lab
and she really loves the Lab. I have to get used to it. It’s much different
from having a dog outside the house. When I come home the dog is the
first one at the door.

This is a True Story
By A.C.
This story is about me because of God. I am so blessed. He is always
there for me. I love God so much. I live for him. He always been in
my life a long time. And I've been through a lot of things. My life is
good because God saved my life from cancer. I had to fight it but
God helped me back in 2004. But I am feeling a lot better because of
him. I am here because he woke me up this morning. I am thanking
God for my family and friends. I pray for my life a lot. Because you
don't know about my life. This is a true story about me. My life is so good to me.
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The World We Live In
By Janae
There is a lot of mental illness going on in the world today. We need
to pay attention to situations that don’t seem right, but we can pick
our phones up and record something bad and watch something bad
happen easily instead of giving a hand. We are all human it doesn’t
cost a thing to see how someone you don’t know is feeling or doing.
That might just save someone’s life. Gunmen walks into a school and
shoot children theses are things we watch on the news and read in
the paper its like we live in a war zone. Then there is racism and hate
crimes these are things that shouldn’t be still happening in 2022. How does racism still exist
people can’t let go of that hate they pass it on generation after generation, so we don’t have a
fighting chance of ever stopping it. Giving a fellow human being a hand is the key whether they are
white, black or brown it does not matter because at the end of the day we are all human.
“PEACE LOVE and HAPPINESS”
A Day at the Beach
By Bernard
I bought a car and went swimming at the beach. Then I went to get something to
eat. Then I went back to the same swimming spot I came from, and saw some
fishermen on fishing boats.
Space Jam
By Jammar
Michael Jordan used to play basketball on the Chicago Bulls team. He retired
playing basketball.
He won the trophy for the NBA championship but they went to McDonald’s for
lunch. They went to play video games and they went home.
My First Job
By Hung Q.

My first job was babysitting. I was taking care of my friends two kids.
The eldest went to school, and the youngest needed more care. I was
so excited of my first paying job.
My Grandson, The Welder
By Carnelia
My grandson got his degree in Welding! I am so happy that my grandson got his
degree in Welding. He will soon be getting a job as a Welder. I am so proud of
him!
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Gun Violence
By Laquinda
Gun violence makes me afraid because of the noise. It is too loud for my ears. We should stop gun
violence at schools and scan their id. I think we need more police at the kids' schools. I wish they
would stop giving guns to people with fake Id, and check their background before they hand out
guns to a person because they might think of killing someone. We don't have any clue what they're
gonna do with the gun.

Gun violence
By Marie
For this topic I don’t know where to begin, because this is ridiculous!!
I mean how can a child own a gun? How in the world can an 18 year old walk into a store and buy
a gun, walk out of this store and think this is fine…you the seller, what’s going on in your mind at
this point? This same kid, meaning an 18year old, CANNOT just walk into any store and purchase a
can of beer or a bottle of wine, for example.
In cases of mass shootings most of them are done by kids who have access to guns. They carry out
those acts of violence to appease their hearts and it doesn’t turn out well. Waking up in the
morning and going to school or church might be the place that I get killed.
These places should be the safest place to be.

Gun violence
By H Taylor
Mass shootings are spreading all over our country. It seems like all the gunmen are getting younger.
They are just babies themselves. I don’t understand why so much unnecessary killing is going on in
our country today. The people doing so much killing haven’t been in the world long enough to have
that much hate within them. I would like to voice my opinion. I think those young people’s minds
have been indoctrinated from childhood. They always pick locations where people of color live,
work, or shop. I also think that white supremacy has a lot to do with everything that is going on with
all this racial violence.
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My Dream Trip
By Andretta
My class went on a field trip to The Perkinson Center. They had an art gallery there. All of the
artists were African-American. The artist that I like was S. Ross Browne. The name of the painting
is called Apotheosis Avenue. The reason why I like his painting is because it’s colorful and realistic.
There is a woman in the painting who looks like she is in her 30’s.
She is carrying a professional camera. I feel like she is a
photographer in New York City. I love going to the art gallery.
My trip to the Perkinson Center
By Asheeda
My trip to the Perkinson Center to see the art exhibit was very
educational. All the paintings in the gallery were beautiful, but one
of the paintings amazed me. It was Apotheosis Avenue . It was
my favorite. The painting looked like the lady on the subway had a
bird on her hand and the bird had a key on its foot. She also had a camera on her shoulder . But it
looked like a high school with subway tiles with a number on the wall. The number was 1.618033. I
looked it up, and it means the golden ratio. The golden ratio is a mathematical equation in art. The
lady in the painting knows what she wants in life ahead. I would like to know what the number on
the wall meant to the artist , S Ross Browie.
LA Road Trip
By Clifton
Me and my friends drove to LA. We went to 5th and Main St. on the
way. We had a good time then we went to New Mexico. It was a
wonderful trip.
My First Job
By Ebony E.
My first job was at Einstein Bagels. My job was to pour eggs in the crate. I liked it
because it was fun.
The Lost Tire
By Samuel
I was driving down the street and a tire fell off. I called my wife and she called the
wrecker to fix the car. The man put the tire back on the car. I went on in a happy
way to the store.
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Life’s Mysteries
By ABC
When a cane becomes your friend in helping you up and down, you
depend on it. And when you look around and see other people in the
same position that you are in, you know that you are not alone. It
makes me wonder, seeking for answers that I don’t have. I don’t
know where to get them. What can you do to be able to move about
freely? It makes life difficult. You are in a position that you never
thought you would be in. But life does not promise you a rose
garden or a grand future. It just gives you life and what you get out
of it. You should be grateful and thankful to the Lord. The rose garden is beautiful, however, the roses have thorns. Just like life is beautiful, but it also has thorns.
Life’s mysteries show up in ways that we do not like and it can be very hurtful. But I know that God
is in control of all things. We have talked to the Lord about everything.
My First Job
By Harry T
My first job goes back to the year of 1967. That’s when I started my
first job at General Motors in Detroit Michigan. I was a machinery
operator when I was there. I loved my job in the years I was up there.
Then in the year of 1969, I left General Motors because I started to
feel lonely and I wanted to be closer to home. That’s when I started
thinking about moving to Baltimore, Maryland. Later on in that same
year, I moved to Maryland. When I moved there I got lucky and found
another job working for General Motors. This time I was working on
the assembly line putting headlights in cars. I felt better there
because of the number of people I already knew. In 1970 my girlfriend got pregnant and that’s
when we moved to Richmond and I started working for Philip Morris. I retired from there in 1998.
If I Was the Only Child
By Viola
If I was the only child I can get all the things I want. If I was the
only child I would go out of town very often. I would have many
people in my life doing what I want to do. I would keep lots of
things for me to be happy. Mother would let me go where I want
to go. She would give me what I want at all times. I would be a
happy child.
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My First Job
By JB
My first job was a babysitter. I was 14 years old. I worked on the weekends. It was three kids, two boys and one girl. Those kids used to act so
innocent in front of their mother. As soon as she left, they would act like they had no home
training. I didn’t keep that job long. I was too young for this. At times I wanted to put my hands on
those kids. Their mama would’ve put her hands on me. Then my mama would’ve put her hands on
her. It would have been too much. So I just quit.
And by the way she wasn’t paying me enough for her disrespectful kids.
My Goals at the READ Center
By Fatimo
I am grateful for the opportunity to attend classes at the READ Center and
learn new skills that improve my English. I am learning how to read, write
and communicate better in all areas of my life. Working with my fellow
students, tutors and Ms. Leslie, we are reaching our goals together. I want
to keep improving my English skills so I am able to use the computer and
pay my bills online. As I continue to improve my skills, I will keep making my children proud.

By Anonymous
I am working hard to start reading and writing. Writing is my
weakness. I get frustrated because I don’t understand. My ability to
read is very poor. I appreciate the teacher and the tutor. I am very
grateful. I have a great teacher.

By Ruth
I took a trip to Virginia Beach. My children came with me. We played ball on
the beach. We played in the water. We had a great time together.

My First Job
By Lauren P
I worked at the nursing home as a server. I served ice cream. I helped with kind
people. I picked up the dishes when they were done. I liked my job.
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My first job
By Marie
What was my first job?
My first job was working with kids. The organization is YFC which stands
for Youth For Christ. It was the best thing I have ever done. I loved
working with kids then, and I still do today. It was the best decision I've
ever done, and it was a big responsibility for me to take on this job.

2022 A Difficult Year
By Jessica
COVID -19 made life difficult for everyone. People had to wear masks and
some people had difficulty breathing with masks on.
The increase in food prices made it difficult to feed families and many people went hungry.
Many people died and families lost loved ones. The pandemic changed lives forever. Many
families could not visit each other.
There was a shortage of teachers and staff and the students had difficulty learning. The
number of homeless people increased because they could not afford to pay rent.

The First Lady Who Flied in a Plane
By Lance
In the beginning Amelia Earhart had a special calling in her life to fly
planes. At the county fair she saw a plane. It took her 10 years to
realize this is her calling. She saved her money for flying lessons.
She was asked to fly across the Atlantic. She came back and the folks
gave her a nice parade. Then she tried to fly around the world and got
a person to help her map where to go. She got a partner to help her out. He helped her get a map
where she needed to go.
Then they flew together over the ocean and they started running out of gas and she’s looking for an
island to fill up. Then she disappears and no one knows where she is.
Amelia was trying to be a role model for the ladies so they could do the same thing. She had strong
willpower. She’s not afraid to take chances. She was very book smart too. Amelia was a very gifted
woman.
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Haiku: A Japanese lyric poem made of 17 syllables, usually in lines of 5, 7, and 5 syllables.
Ice Cream
By Bernard

Hair
By Angel P.

I like ice cream cones.
I’m crazy about ice cream.
It tastes delicious.

I like to do hair.
I like to braid my friend’s hair.
I like dyeing too.

Wonder
By Asheeda
Title: Wonder
Author : R.J. Palacio
Copyright : 2012
This book is about a boy named August. He was an extraordinary kid. He looks different from other
boys, but inside he is the same like any other child.
At the age of ten, August’s mom and dad decided to send him to school. He was being
homeschooled at the time. The first day of school was scary meeting all the kids and teachers.
Summer was a true friend to August. She didn’t mind how he looked. She was funny.
At the end of the story the kids realize he is just a normal person.
I enjoyed reading this book. I recommend that anyone read this book.
My favorite part of the story was when August was determined to go to school even though there
were many obstacles.

The Things That I Like
By Taeja
I like watching movies. My favorite movie is Little. The main character
starts the day off as a grown up but then she gets turned into a little
girl when a spell is placed on her. During the time she is a little girl she
puts on her grown up clothes and goes into the office where she
works. At the end of the movie she is turned back into a grown up. I
like playing basketball. I played for my school. The High School that I
played for is John Marshall High School.
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My Dear Mom
By Sis D
My mom was a great mother. She was the mom of 11 children - six boys and five girls. I am the
baby of the girls and I have three brothers up under me.
My mom used to cook a hot meal three times a day for seven days a week. I have only four
children, and I cook a hot meal but one time a day. Cereal in the morning, cold cuts for lunch and
one hot meal for dinner.
I remember my mother used to cook a velvet cake and a fruitcake. She started cooking the
fruitcake in September, and she used to start with all the ingredients and bake it. Then she would
wrap it up in cheesecloth and put it in a big tin can. For the next three months, she would keep it
under the bed. Every so often, she would pull it out and pour rum on it. We had a fruitcake every
Christmas, and it used to be the best fruitcake in the world. All of those nuts, pecans, almonds,
dried cherries and fruits were delicious.
I never learned how to cook her fruitcake, but I can cook. I did learn how to cook her favorite
lemon cake and her favorite meatloaf. Some people like ketchup on it, but I don't . I use meatloaf
mix, six eggs, stove-top stuffing, onion and ground beef - not that big red loaf meat, but real
ground beef. Then I pour a jar of gravy on top. I make mashed potatoes and greens and
homemade cake to go with it.
When company came over, my mother always sent food home with everyone,
and I do, too. I would like to continue her tradition.
How I love that woman and miss her so much.
P.S.

One day I'm going to learn how to cook that favorite fruitcake.

The Garden
By a READ Center Student
Growing a garden is hard work. Growing a garden starts off pretty
good. Making the rows and then planting the plant. After you get
all the rows of tomatoes, peppers and squash planted, the garden
looks pretty good.
After about 3 to 4 weeks the plants start to grow good. Then mother nature kicks in. The deer will
start eating it first then the insects start eating it. After that then squirrels move in and if you are
lucky you might get enough to eat.
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My Holiday
By S. R.
The month of Ramadan will come in April. I’m so happy because I
will go to Saudi Arabia for the last ten days of the month of
Ramadan. These days are the greatest days of worship to ALLAH
(God). After that, we will Celebrate our holiday (Eid). Then we will go
to Egypt to visit our families. I am so happy about what we will do.
We went to Saudi Arabia for the greatest ten days to worship ALLAH (God), but it was so hot over
there. Also, we celebrated our holiday. In Egypt we spent the rest of our holiday. What did we do?
We visited our families from both sides, and we ate too much food. We went to Sharm El-shaikh
far from Cairo, a 6 hour drive. It is on the Red Sea and is a very nice amazing place to watch the
coral reefs and different kinds of fish and colors. We did diving and I couldn't believe my eyes,
what I saw what God has created for us to enjoy. Then we went back to our home in the US. We
caught Covid 19 either at the airport or on the plane. We were very sick. It took three weeks until
the test result was negative. Thank God we are back to our daily routine.
This is What I Have Always Dreamed Of
By Debbie
One day I was out and I ran into my friend. We hugged each
other. We started talking about what we have been doing. We went
out to eat. We begin our friendship again after all of the years of not
seeing each other. Tina took me shopping and we went to the
movies. We go out everyday. I am so glad that we are still friends. I
also enjoy my reading class. I love to learn different things. I am also
going to plan a vacation but I don’t know where I would like to go.
What I Plan on Doing When I Finish This Program
By Marcia
When I finish this program from the Read Center, I would like to get my
GED or high school diploma. I'm in a program now that allows me to
complete my high school diploma at my own speed. I am half finished with
the program from the Read Center and I have learned a lot. Being in this
program has helped me to understand a lot more of the information. If it
wasn't for this program, I don't know how well I would be doing online high school. Before I started
at the Read Center, I did not think that I would like school. Now that I have started this program I'm
finding out that I do enjoy school and might continue my education after this program is done.
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Grandson’s Graduation
By Kevin
I went to Rhode Island for my grandson’s graduation. I spent three days
there. After that I went to Pittsburgh to see my in-laws. Since I have been back
from Pennsylvania I have been tired and sluggish and do not feel like
doing anything.
By Dreama
I was glad that I had a big family: three sisters and two brothers. It
was hard growing up in a family of six. In summer time we work in
the garden planting potatoes, onions, greens, corn, cucumber. The
sun was so hot. We always cut wood up for fire for chicken. It was
always something to do around the house. I lived with my grandmother for five years because my parents lived down the street from
her. I helped her clean up the house. It was exciting having family.
Jacob Latimore Day in Time
By Aiyon
Jacob is one of my favorite stars. He is a singer, dancer, and actor. He
plays in things like Ride Along, Sleight, and the Chi. He also grew up so
much since the last time I saw him at his concert. Aiyon left his castle to
see Jacob. He had news to tell. He said, “Look I know that you're a big
star and I never try to take any fame or money from you, Jacob.” Jacob
said, “Let me stop you right there. What is the news that you want to tell
me?” “Oh right, Jacob, I’m your older brother. I left Dad to be your manager. I went to do plays. I love to sing, dance, and act, but you have all
the fans in the world.” He told me, “Well we’re family now and we are
together forever. Now where’s Dad?” Aiyon said, “Dad wants me to be the next pop star. We have
been recording songs all day. This time guess what.” Jacob said, “Let me guess. I’m going to be in
this song with you. Dad wants us to be a band.” “There's one more thing about us,” Aiyon said. He
turned away to not see the look on his brother's face. “We have super powers.” Jacob fainted.
After he woke up Dad told us the story and that’s how we live our lives.
My Cool Brother
By Will
My brother has a dog. My brother plays the African drums . He is leaving for a
while to go to Atlanta for a moving job. He drives a big moving truck with big
tires. His son is named Nasir. My brother's name is Rod.
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Stephen’s visit at the Perkinson Center
By Stephen
I saw a painting about the hand made of colors. I felt happy about the
painting’s shading. This painting is made by Hamilton Glass. The hand
looks like it’s doing a crushing motion.
A Good Trip
By Lavado
I drove to Myrtle Beach. My friend came with me. I went in the
water. We stopped for gas. The food was good. The trip was
wonderful.
My Puppy, Gus
By Angel P.
My puppy got a hat.
My puppy got a mitten.
My puppy got a shoe.
My puppy got a ball.
My puppy got a sock.
My puppy got a bed.
My puppy got a blanket.
My puppy got a meal.
My puppy loves me.

My Dog
By Matt
My dog Maggy is brown.
l like to play with Maggy.
l take Maggy for a walk.

By Andretta
I read a book called Wonder by R.J.Palacio.

It’s about a boy that had a Mandibulofacial Dysostosis. In layman’s
terms, a deformed face and small ears. His name is August (AKA)
Auggie. Auggie is a 10 year old kid that had several surgeries on his
face and ear.
He never ever went to public school until he got in the fifth grade. His Mother homeschooled him.
Auggie has a mother, father and sister. His family was over-protective of him. Before public school,
Auggie had one friend who moved. Once Auggie went to school his life changed. There were peers
that were scared of him because of his face. There were peers that like him for who he is.
The moral of the story is don't judge a book by its cover.
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Dhar Mann’s Story
By Destiny
There was a kid named Nico who was deaf. He was at a new school. This
boy named Kevin did not know he was deaf. He was talking to Nico. He
said “move so I can get in my locker”. He said “can you hear me?” Then
two girls came up and said “he is deaf so he can’t hear you”. Kevin said
“he is deaf” then he started laughing at Nico. He said “what are you
doing with your hands?” The girl said “sign language”. The girl and Nico
were talking in sign language. She said to the other girl “he is in our class
we can take him”. Then the teacher said “we have a new student. He
deaf but he can read your lips well so be mindful of what you are saying”.
Then he raised his hand and used hands to talk. She said” I am sorry I don’t know what you are
saying”. The girl said to Nico “I got this, what’s wrong?” with her hands, he said with his hands that
he could not read her lips. She asked Kevin to switch seats with him. He said “I don’t know why I
have to benefit my learning for him”. Kevin got up and switched seats but when he walked past Nico
he knocked books out his hand. One girl said” what you do that for.” Then said “say sorry”. He said
“why it's not like he can hear me”. Then they were in the gym. They were picking teams for kick ball.
The other boy pick a girl. Kevin said “come on don’t leave me with him”. She said “he can be on our
team” but another boy said” no it has to be fair”. Kevin said “don’t make us lose” so he rolled the
ball. But the boy who was deaf shoe was untied so he bent down to tie them. He did not see the ball
come . The girls said “look out” but the ball knocked him down. Kevin said “I thought you were deaf
not blind”. He was so mad the gym teacher saw it and made him run a lap. The girls said “I don’t
know why he being so mean to him”. She said like the teacher said “Kevin need to walk a day in his
shoes. I got it but it’s going to take some time.” So the next day everybody was wearing earplugs so
when Kevin talked they acted like they could not hear him. Then Kevin went in the classroom. The
teacher was wearing them but everyone was using their hands to talk at lunch. The lunch lady was
wearing them too. Kevin ask for pizza but she acted like she didn’t know what he was asking for.
Then he said “can someone please talk”. They started laughing. Then he said “anyone there”. They
said “hey”. He said “finally”. The girl said “ now you know how it feels for him. He has to go every
single day without talking. The only difference is he did not have a meltdown like you.” Then Kevin
picked Nico for kick ball and he said “ I am sorry for how I treated you.”

My Best Friend
By Cody
My best friend is Scooby. I could not have gone through the pandemic without him.
He is just a dog but he is more than a pet. He is my support to the world that I live
in. My best friend will never know how much he means to me. If I could give him
the world, all the toys he wanted, if I could do that for him, I would love to do that
for him.
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The Amazing Animal Time: Chapter 1
Jam Day
By Stephen S.
One year ago, Moffee Moth was picking up the plums in the morning. But today was jam day. He
carried a basket of plums and flew. Besides he didn't use his arms, he used his wings on his back. But
today was jam day, when Moffee flew home, and he knocked at the door. “Hello Dee Doo!” said
Moffee.
Papa Bird saw Moffee had brought his basket of plums, and the squirrel inside his basket of plums.
“Why is it jam day?” asked Papa Bird. “Yes!” said Moffee. Everyone gathered fruits and they made a
perfect jam, But Moffee was starting to make plum jam. “All right bird son give me my hat.” said
Papa Bird. “Okey dokey,” said Moffee. So he gave Papa Bird his hat back, and he got jam in his hat.
“Very funny, but tasty.” said Papa Bird. Moffee had a job selling all the jams for jam day. But
Moffee’s friends thought he was a bird. And the bird said “You look like a bird, you fly like a bird, you
chirp like a bird, but you’re not a bird.” “But I am a bird.” said Moffee. And Moffee felt sad. He felt
Moffee didn’t like to work with them.

But suddenly he saw a bug zapper. “What did the bird just say?” said Moffee. The bird thinks he
wants him to touch it. Moffee touched the bug zapper, and he zapped. “Oww!” cried Moffee, and
Moffee got his finger shocked. Mama Bird put a bandage on his finger. “You better not touch it.” said
Mama Bird. “Sorry. It was the bird.” said Moffee.
But his parents wanted him to go straight to bed. “Why don’t you take care of the egg.” Mama Bird
asked. At night everyone was leaving the Home of the Birds.
“Mama, Papa wake up!” he yelled. Moffee saw everybody leaving. “Hey I think I heard a buzzing
sound,” said Moffee. Suddenly, the swarming locusts were attacking. Moffee and his family hid. The
locusts were eating at our houses at night. Soon Moffee was taking a peek when the coast was clear.
“They’re gone,” said Moffee. But not for long. He smashed down the roof and he made a hole. But
the locusts saw Moffee. They thought Moffee was a bird. He said, “I think you're not a bird, but
you're just a bug.”
The bird family thought Moffee was a bug. “You're lying!” said Papa Bird, Moffee is lying. “Please
take care of our eggs,” said Mama Bird. She gave Moffee an egg to protect. He got out of his house
(continue next page)
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(The Amazing Animal by Stephen S. continued)
and he found a place to hide. “Don’t you worry I'm going to keep it safe,” said Moffee. And he
found the trapdoor on top of the stump. “Quick get in!” shouted Moffee, And they were safe. So the
locusts wouldn’t find them. In the morning someone destroyed our home. “What happened to our
home?” cried Moffee. Moffee just saw someone wrecking our neighborhood. And they saw his
house.
“Where are Mama and Papa?” asked Moffee. “They're gone,” said the bird. And he’s never seen his
family again. But the rabbit and the squirrel just saw something big. And he saw a perfect tree right
in the village. “I am going to the big perfect tree.” said Moffee Moth. Then he packed up some jam,
pictures, and his egg. And he flew to the village to find a perfect tree.
My First Job
By Janet B.
My first job was housekeeping at University Park. It was a
nursing home. I only worked two weeks, and left to take CNA classes. I was happy to leave the housekeeping to start a new job as a
certified nursing assistant and I love my job.

By Travonte
I went to New Orleans and went to Bourbon Street. I went on the party bus. I
had gaterbite. I went with my family. I had fun.
My favorite road trip
By Timothy
My favorite road trip was New York City. When I was in New York City, I went
to Times Square. I went to a friend’s apartment in Harlem. My best road trip
was when I went to Baltimore, Maryland. I went with my friend on a boat. It
was a fantastic trip.
My Brothers
By Anthony
My brother Mark is the best brother in the world. My other
brother John is the best Lawyer in the world. I am very thankful
for both of my brothers.
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Gun Violence
By JB
Gun Violence, I don’t think it's ever going to change. It is sad, but it's the truth.
I lost quite a few people to gun violence, like my father and they did him dirty. My son’s father
never got to meet his son and my son never got to meet his father. Yes, I still have my moments at
times but that’s another story.
It’s a shame how these teenagers are killing each other. They are just kids. Most of these kids have
a point to prove for being bullied.
When is it going to stop?
Can we just imagine for just a second how the parents are dealing with this, you have a parent that
has lost a child and the other parent's kid is the cause. You have two families that will have to deal
with a loss.
Their kids are like 10 to 17 years old killing each other. When I was that age, if we had a problem
with each other we would just fight it out. We wouldn’t kill each other. We had parents in the
neighborhood who cared, like Miss Jones. If she sees you doing something she’ll tell you “don’t let
me see you do it again or I am going to tell your mother.” And then we had Miss Jackson. Nobody
liked her because she was always telling your mother about you.
What happened to those days?
Today people are just closing the windows. IT’S SAD, I do understand - IT’S THIS THING CALLED
FEAR.
I just wish we could go back to when I was growing up. The kids had things to do like BOYS and
GIRLS Clubs, PAL, YMCA, after school programs, affordable summer camps, and we also had beat
cops in the neighborhood that knew the children and their parents. On their days off, a group of
cops would come out and grab some of the kids and especially the troubled ones and go play
basketball and tag football, have cookouts in the park in the summertime. The police used to care
about the kids. I don’t know about these police today, it's a whole different scene.
If it was up to me guns wouldn't exist anywhere in this world. The kids would have so many
activities they wouldn’t have time to get in trouble
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Gun Violence
By Adrian
Well, let’s say there are no silver bullets for this situation. Yes, we can implement laws that can stop
some individuals from purchasing guns. With that said, guns are not bad, it is the person behind the
trigger. How can someone use guns for good? Law enforcement, the military, and someone using it
for defending their family from home invasion can. Again, there are no easy solutions, but we have
to continue doing the best we can.
Gun Violence
By Ebony E

Gun Violence
By Lauren P

I Think they shouldn’t have guns
because it is dangerous. You should
have to be registered to own a gun.
A lot of people are getting killed. I
feel sad.

People have shot people in school.
It makes me feel sad, because
some people get hurt.
It shouldn’t happen. I would call 911, if there is a shooting.

Gun Violence
By Brenda S.
The Second Amendment with purchasing guns, should be thoroughly checked. Parents should check
their kids’ online history to make sure that they are not buying or using guns. Guns should be
purchased by those who know how to use them correctly. Schools should crack down with more
security. Schools should also do metal detector checks.
Gun Violence
By Janet B.

My opinion is that the U.S. government needs to stop civilians from carrying guns and take all the
guns from the market. I believe that will help and stop too much of killing in this nation. The U.S.
government should allow the law enforcement to carry guns. The innocent bloodshed is too much
and I don’t want God to get angry with this nation. So let the government do something before it
gets too late.
Gun Violence
By Dewin T
Gun violence needs to be controlled because it causes pain for the whole country. When I heard the
news I broke down and cried. I am a mother. I have children so I feel bad for the parents.
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My First Job
By Brenda S.
My first job was at a grocery store. I was 16 years old when I first
started working. I bagged groceries for customers. I was stocking
shelves and breaking down boxes. I was unloading the trucks when I
had to. I worked wrapping and weighing the meat. I worked five days a
week.

Feeling Good About Myself
By F.W.
My goals are reading, writing, and spelling. It is fun to pick up a book
and know how to read it by myself. I want to read so I can get a
better understanding to read the newspaper. I read the bible on my
phone every day and night. It felt so good today to know how to
read.

Our Road Trip to the Mountains
By Reginald G.
We all took a road trip to the mountains in the summer. We
were here in the mountains all day long. We are not going to
spend the night here. We all went home from the mountains.
My family and my brothers went to the mountains with us. We
all spent time with my family in the summer. My family and my
brothers went hiking all day long. In July we all took the road
trip to the mountains. We are on a rocky mountain in the
summer in North Carolina. I hope my family and I go back to a
rocky mountain in North Carolina next summer.

My First Job
By Laquinda
My first job was at Marshalls. I put up clothes and shoes and I helped
out people with whatever they needed help with. I kinda loved the
job I did while I was at school.
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My road trip
By Jasmine
I went to Georgia. My mom came to Georgia with me. We visited family. My
grandma came to Georgia too saw a lot of traffic. It was a great trip.

By Lillie
I am glad I have a big family. I can go to them and talk to
them. If my family is not busy they will come and take me
out. They will take me out to eat and shopping or to the
store. Sometimes we will get together and have fun. I have a
big family and I love them all.
My First Job
By Dewin T.
My first job was house keeping at the hotel. I worked there for four months.
Then I moved to Henrico. I got a job with Henrico County. I like to work for
Henrico County because they have good benefits . I worked with them for 16
years.

Somebody’s Dog
By Brenda
Somebody’s dog is my daughter's dog. The dog is a girl and her name is
Diva. I like her. She is a good and friendly dog. She has one gray eye. She
loves to play and chase the neighborhood rabbits. I take time with her,
play ball sometimes, and I walk her outside. She is a little dog but acts like
she is a big dog sometimes. I wanted her to come home with me but I
don't want a dog. Sometimes, I am cleaning up behind my boyfriend.

By Anonymous
My best vacation was when I went to New Jersey. My brother took me to the
zoo. I went swimming in his pool. We had fun. We also went to the baseball
game. It was a very good trip.
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